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T H E  M A T C H B O O K  M U R D E R S

The Matchbook Ledger

Some of these cases will leave you a black matchbook with a number pencilled inside. Write each one down

here. The Captain says it’s old news. Keep a record anyway.

C A S E V I C T I M N O .  I N S I D E K I L L E R
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CASE 1  ·   LAST SET AT THE BLUE LANTERN ROOKIE

WEAPON

Cy
an

ide

Ra
zo

r

Re
vo

lve
r

PLACE

Ba
nd

sta
nd

Ba
r

Al
ley

SU
SP

EC
T

Vivian Crane

Benny Fisk

Dex Holloway

PL
AC

E

Bandstand

Bar

Alley

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

It was the cyanide. Whoever had
the cyanide killed Augie.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 2  ·   THE THROWN FIGHT ROOKIE

WEAPON

Lo
ad

ed
 gl
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e

Du
mb

be
ll

Ju
mp

 ro
pe

PLACE

Ri
ng

Lo
ck

er
 ro

om

Ro
of

SU
SP

EC
T

Joe Kessler

Sully Brennan

Lou Pettibone

PL
AC

E

Ring

Locker room

Roof

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

The body lies in the ring. Whoever
was in the ring killed the Kid.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 3  ·   THE VANISHING ACT ROOKIE

WEAPON

Ro
pe

Sa
nd
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g

St
ag

e s
wo

rd

PLACE

Tr
ap

 ro
om
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ry

St
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e d
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r

SU
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EC
T

Lila Brooks

Rex Tolliver

Morris Kline

PL
AC

E

Trap room

Fly gallery

Stage door

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

The body lies in the trap room.
Whoever was in the trap room
killed Ormond.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S

The Matchbook Murders  ·  Printable grids  ·  owlbrookpuzzles.com



CASE 4  ·   DEAD CALM ROOKIE

WEAPON

Be
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ing
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n
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l

PLACE

Ch
ar

t r
oo

m
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oo

m
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nta

il

SU
SP

EC
T

Nils Sorensen

Ruby Castellanos

Otis Greer

PL
AC

E

Chart room

Engine room

Fantail

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

It was the belaying pin. Whoever
had the belaying pin killed the
captain.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 5  ·   F IVE-ALARM MAN ROOKIE

WEAPON

Br
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oz

zle

Si
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e b
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le

PLACE

W
atc
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se
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r
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ley
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SP

EC
T

Hedy Adler

Dutch Mahoney

Lillian Crowe

PL
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E

Watch desk

Hose tower

Alley

E V I D E N C E
FOUND ON THE BODY

N O .  1 8

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 6  ·   BLACK TIE,  RED LEDGER ROOKIE

WEAPON

Ha
tpi

n

Ca
nd
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k
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pa
gn

e

PLACE

W
ine

 ce
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r

Se
rvi
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t
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rra
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T

Ivy Lorne

Gordon Pryce

Anton Szabo

PL
AC

E

Wine cellar

Service lift

Terrace

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

It was the hatpin. Whoever had the
hatpin killed Beatrix.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 7  ·   EXPOSURE ROOKIE

WEAPON

Tr
ipo

d
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ve
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p

PLACE

Da
rkr

oo
m

St
ud

io

Fir
e e
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ap

e

SU
SP

EC
T

Theo Park

Gloria Stanhope

Felix Amari

PL
AC

E

Darkroom

Studio

Fire escape

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

The body lies in the darkroom.
Whoever was in the darkroom
killed Farrow.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 8  ·   THE LONG SHOT ROOKIE

WEAPON

Ho
rse

sh
oe

Ri
din
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p

Ho
of 

pic
k

PLACE

St
ab

les

To
te 

ho
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e

Gr
an
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d

SU
SP

EC
T

Clara Wynn

Pip Dorsey

Rollo Banks

PL
AC

E

Stables

Tote house

Grandstand

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

It was the horseshoe. Whoever had
the horseshoe killed Fenn.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 9  ·   KEEPER OF THE LIGHT ROOKIE

WEAPON

Te
les
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pe

Oa
r

Ro
pe

PLACE

La
mp

 ro
om

Bo
ath

ou
se

Ga
lle

ry

SU
SP

EC
T

Amos Tilden

Delphine Moreau

Bo Larkin

PL
AC

E

Lamp room

Boathouse

Gallery

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

The body lies in the lamp room.
Whoever was in the lamp room
killed Ezra.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 10  ·   THE ADJUSTER ROOKIE

WEAPON
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r

PLACE
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of 
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EC
T

Leon Bright

Clarence Wick

Ivy Lorne

PL
AC

E

Cashier’s cage

Roulette room

Roof terrace

E V I D E N C E
FOUND ON THE BODY

N O .  2 6

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 11  ·   THE CURATOR’S LAST EXHIBIT ROOKIE

WEAPON

Ve
lve

t r
op

e

St
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e
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te 
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ife

PLACE

Ea
st 

wi
ng
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tio

n l
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Sc
ulp
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e c

ou
rt

SU
SP

EC
T

Odette Lamarr

Sterling Hayes

Gus Keller

PL
AC

E

East wing

Restoration lab

Sculpture court

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

It was the velvet rope. Whoever
had the velvet rope killed Julius.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 12  ·   DEAD AIR ROOKIE

WEAPON

Mi
cro

ph
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e
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De
ca

nte
r

PLACE
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ntr

ol 
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oth

St
ud
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Ro
of

SU
SP

EC
T

Vivian Crane

Sid Farber

Opal Greene

PL
AC

E

Control booth

Studio

Roof

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

The body lies on the roof. Whoever
was on the roof killed Chet.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 13  ·   FARE GAME ROOKIE

WEAPON

Th
er
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PLACE

Di
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T

Mick Lowe

Roz Kemp

Tito Alvarez

PL
AC

E

Dispatch booth

Grease pit

Yard

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

It was the poisoned thermos.
Whoever had the thermos killed
Hank.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 14  ·   CHECKMATE IN THREE ROOKIE

WEAPON
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W
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EC
T

Ambrose Kittredge

Ingrid Solberg

Deke Morrow

PL
AC

E

Back room

Window table

Alley

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

The body lies in the back room.
Whoever was in the back room
killed Viktor.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 15  ·   THE EVIDENCE ROOM ROOKIE

WEAPON
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PLACE
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EC
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Eddie Sutter

Theo Park

Maureen Kilbride

PL
AC

E

Evidence cage

Locker room

Back steps

E V I D E N C E
FOUND ON THE BODY

N O .  9

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 16  ·   SEVEN STONES GUMSHOE

WEAPON
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EC
T

Nell Hartigan

Harriet Coombs

Aldo Ferri

Jasper Coyle

PL
AC

E

Chapel

Gatehouse

Mausoleum row

Potter’s field

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

The body lies in the potter’s field.
Whoever was in the potter’s field
killed Gale.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 17  ·   DEEP WATER GUMSHOE

WEAPON
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mp

 ro
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EC
T

Amelia Ward

Ignatius Bloom

Sadie Kowalczyk

Bert Haskins

LE
VE

L

Pump room

Gallery

Offices

Catwalk

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

It was the air hose. Whoever had the
air hose killed Rudy.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 18  ·   NIGHT CALLS GUMSHOE

CALL T IME

1:1
0 a
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.

1:2
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.m
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1:4
0 a

.m
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.m
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PHONE

Un
ion

 S
tat

ion

Ca
rlis

le 
lob

by

Pi
er

 9

Dr
ug

sto
re

SU
SP

EC
T

Benny Fisk

Joe Kessler

Dottie Lyle

Nate Crowder

PH
O

NE

Union Station

Carlisle lobby

Pier 9

Drugstore

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

Only the drugstore is close enough.
Whoever called from the Canal
Street drugstore killed Lester.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

who called at from .

N O T E S
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CASE 19  ·   THE MIDNIGHT SPECIAL GUMSHOE

WEAPON
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Cl
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r
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r

SU
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EC
T

Iris Delacroix

Myron Tabb

Cornelius Barr

Penny Dawes

CA
R

Baggage car

Dining car

Club car

Sleeper

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

The body lies in the baggage car.
Whoever was in the baggage car
killed the conductor.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 20  ·   STOP THE PRESSES GUMSHOE

WEAPON
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om
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EC
T

Nell Hartigan

Stan Kaminski

Owen Latimer

Grace Tolland

PL
AC

E

Newsroom

Pressroom

Clippings morgue

Loading dock

E V I D E N C E
FOUND ON THE BODY

N O .  3 3

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 21  ·   THE LAST SHIFT AT WEXLEY’S GUMSHOE

WEAPON

W
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ow
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FLOOR
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th 
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or

SU
SP

EC
T

Merle Tobin

Harriet Lusk

Carl Wexley

Joanie Birch

FL
O

O
R

Ground floor

Second floor

Third floor

Fourth floor

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

The body lies on the fourth floor.
Whoever was on the fourth floor
killed Pratt.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 22  ·   THE INVERTED SWAN GUMSHOE

WEAPON
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om
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SU
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EC
T

Leon Bright

Beatrice Vogel

Rupert Oakes

Kitty Blaine

PL
AC

E

Auction room

Vault

Viewing room

Balcony

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

It was the brass magnifier. Whoever
had the magnifier killed Emil.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 23  ·   THE MIDNIGHT FERRY GUMSHOE

WEAPON
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k
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EC
T

Mabel Frost

Arturo Reyes

Billie Hart

Doyle Mercer

DE
CK

Car deck

Main deck

Upper deck

Bridge deck

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

The wheelhouse is on the bridge
deck. Whoever was on the bridge
deck killed the captain.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 24  ·   SHE NEVER SAW IT COMING GUMSHOE

WEAPON
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EC
T

Lottie Swenson

Ike Mulroney

Freddie Loy

Winnie Soto

PL
AC

E

Fortune booth

Penny arcade

Carousel

Boardwalk

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

It was the crystal ball. Whoever had
the crystal ball killed Madame Esmé.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 25  ·   THE FIREBUG GUMSHOE

WEAPON
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ing
 pi
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T

Dolores Price

Benny Fisk

Nick Galanis

Hattie Blum

PL
AC

E

Ice house

Auction floor

Room upstairs

Loading pier

E V I D E N C E
FOUND ON THE BODY

N O .  4 7

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S

The Matchbook Murders  ·  Printable grids  ·  owlbrookpuzzles.com



CASE 26  ·   HOUSE DETECTIVE GUMSHOE

WEAPON

Ca
nd

les
tic

k
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tie

Sh
oe

ho
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t s
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d

FLOOR

9th
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or
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th 
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or

12
th 

flo
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SU
SP

EC
T

Marguerite Olin

Lyle Pembroke

Arnie Sykes

Verna Mayhew

FL
O

O
R

9th floor

10th floor

11th floor

12th floor

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

It was the silver candlestick.
Whoever had the candlestick killed
Sid.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 27  ·   PARTY LINE GUMSHOE

CALL T IME

12
:30

 a.
m.
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m.

1 a
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.

1:1
5 a

.m
.

PHONE

Ha
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or
 S

t. b
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th
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llm

on
t d

ru
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e

Un
ion

 S
tat

ion

He
ro

n l
ob

by

SU
SP

EC
T

Leon Bright

Gus Pappas

Harriet Vail

Eamon Tierney

PH
O

NE

Harbor St. booth

Bellmont drugstore

Union Station

Heron lobby

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

Carraway went out after the 1 a.m.
call. Whoever called at 1 a.m. killed
him.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

who called at from .

N O T E S
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CASE 28  ·   MERCY GUMSHOE

WEAPON

Sy
rin

ge
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r
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PLACE

Ph
ar
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W
ar

d 3
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ce
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y

SU
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EC
T

Doc Lowry

Rosalie Quinn

Martin Keel

Tom Beale

PL
AC

E

Pharmacy

Morgue

Ward 3

Ambulance bay

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

The body lies in the pharmacy.
Whoever was in the pharmacy killed
Carver.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 29  ·   THE LAST REEL GUMSHOE

WEAPON

Fil
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Fir
e e
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SU
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EC
T

Mona Sheridan

Vic Lombard

Hugo Stein

Theo Park

PL
AC

E

Projection booth

Balcony

Lobby

Fire escape

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

The body lies in the projection booth.
Whoever was in the projection booth
killed Earl.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .

N O T E S
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CASE 30  ·   THE TIVOLI GUMSHOE

WEAPON
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EC
T

Frankie Dunn

Vivian Crane

Joe Kessler

Rita Solano

PL
AC

E

Office

Bandstand

Dance floor

Fire escape

E V I D E N C E
FOUND ON THE BODY

N O .  2

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .
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CASE 31  ·   THIN ICE GUMSHOE

WEAPON

Ho
ck
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PLACE

Ice Sk
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 sh
op
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EC
T

Sonja Berg

Ferris Quint

Bea Kowalski

Walker Dunne

PL
AC

E

Ice

Skate shop

Machine room

Parking lot

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

The body lies on the ice. Whoever
was on the ice killed Magnus.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .
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CASE 32  ·   THE UNDERTAKER GUMSHOE
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Nell Hartigan
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Office

Garden

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

The body lies in the casket
showroom. Whoever was in the
showroom killed Cyrus.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .
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CASE 33  ·   COLLECT CALL GUMSHOE
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Carlisle lobby

Blue Lantern

Pier 9

Union Station

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

The pier call came at 11:45 p.m.
Whoever called at 11:45 p.m. killed
Kell.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

who called at from .
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CASE 34  ·   STRIKE GUMSHOE
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Alley

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

The body lies in the pinsetter pit.
Whoever was in the pit killed Gus.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .
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CASE 35  ·   THE PAWNBROKER GUMSHOE
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Alley

E V I D E N C E
FOUND ON THE BODY

N O .  4 0

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the .
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CASE 36  ·   THE CRITIC’S TABLE HARD-BOILED

WEAPON

Po
iso

ne
d w

ine

Ca
rvi

ng
 fo

rk

Me
at 

ten
de

riz
er

Ch
am

pa
gn

e

PLACE

Ki
tch

en

W
ine

 ce
lla

r

Of
fic

e

Te
rra

ce

MOTIVE

Re
ve

ng
e

Pa
ym

en
ts

Th
e c

olu
mn

Qu
iet

 lif
e

SU
SP

EC
T

Augustin Pelletier

Rémy Arnaud

Dolly Ashford

Quentin Frye
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Revenge
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The column

Quiet life
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Kitchen

Wine cellar

Office

Terrace

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

It was the poisoned
wine. Whoever had the
poisoned wine killed
Lamb.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the ,

after .
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CASE 37  ·   THE UNDERSTUDY HARD-BOILED
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Clive Danner

Evangeline Ashcroft

Morris Kline

Pearl Oduya
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O
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The part

Freedom

The money

Revenge
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E

Prop room

Fly gallery

Dressing room

Stage door

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

The body lies in the prop
room. Whoever was in
the prop room killed
Ashcroft.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the ,

after .
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CASE 38  ·   CROSSED WIRES HARD-BOILED
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Hugh Brannigan

Ada Quinlan

Monty Barlow

Tess Whitaker

M
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The payoffs

Revenge

The business

The rent
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E

Junction vault

Repair truck

Diner

Street corner

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

The body lies in the
junction vault. Whoever
was in the vault killed
Gordie.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the ,

after .
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CASE 39  ·   THE DIAMOND CUTTER HARD-BOILED
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Pieter Haas

Dorothea Sayle

Claude Mercier
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The business

The diamond

Silence

Revenge
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Cutting room

Showroom

Safe room

Alley

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

Only the Bellmont
diamond is gone.
Whoever was after the
diamond killed Anders.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the ,

after .
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CASE 40  ·   CITY HALL HARD-BOILED
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Marcus Bell

Harlan Voss

Nell Hartigan

Beatrice Lang
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Revenge

Silence

The truth

The money
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Records room

Council chamber

Grey’s office

Dome walk

E V I D E N C E
FOUND ON THE BODY

N O .  1 2

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the ,

after .
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CASE 41  ·   THE NUMBERS MAN HARD-BOILED
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Emil Kasper

Dennis Burke

Lonnie Sparks

Edith Farnum
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The store

Silence

A bigger cut

Winnings
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Back room

Counter

Basement

Alley

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

It was the cedar
humidor. Whoever had
the humidor killed Buck.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the ,

after .
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CASE 42  ·   THE NIGHT BOARD HARD-BOILED
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Mae Delaney

Harold Pym

Gil Navarro

Oskar Lindgren
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Promotion

Clean slate

Pension

Privacy
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Battery room

Switchboard room

Cable vault

Loading dock

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

The body lies in the
battery room. Whoever
was in the battery room
killed Mrs. Starke.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the ,

after .
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CASE 43  ·   THE TOYMAKER HARD-BOILED
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Nora Fenwick

Lucius Merriweather

Gideon Sharpe

Hedda Lorentz

Tobias Krall
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Revenge

Wages

The loan

The design
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Paint shop

Lathe room

Showroom

Stockroom

Yard

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

The body lies in the
paint shop. Whoever
was in the paint shop
killed Elias.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the ,

after .
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CASE 44  ·   THE LORNE INHERITANCE HARD-BOILED
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Ivy Lorne

Cordelia Lorne

Wendell Pritchard

Simon Tate

M
O

TI
VE

The money

Revenge

Clean slate

A way out
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Library

Conservatory

Wine cellar

Terrace

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

It was the fire poker.
Whoever had the poker
killed Crewe.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the ,

after .
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CASE 45  ·   L IGHTS OUT HARD-BOILED
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Inheritance
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The truth
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Conservatory

Study

Ballroom

Terrace

E V I D E N C E
FOUND ON THE BODY

N O .  1

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the ,

after .

N O T E S

The Matchbook Murders  ·  Printable grids  ·  owlbrookpuzzles.com



CASE 46  ·   SNOWBOUND HARD-BOILED
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Thelma Rourke
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The rent

The letters

The savings

Silence
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Kitchen

Parlor

Attic

Back porch

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

It was the poisoned
teapot. Whoever had the
teapot killed Mrs.
Galloway.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the ,

after .
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CASE 47  ·   THE HOUSE ALWAYS WINS HARD-BOILED
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Leon Bright
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The casino

Clean slate

The money

Revenge

A way out
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Counting room

Roulette room

Cashier’s cage

Office

Roof terrace

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

The body lies in the
counting room.
Whoever was there
killed Blackwood.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the ,

after .
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CASE 48  ·   NEGATIVES HARD-BOILED
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The negatives
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Darkroom

Photo files

Newsroom

Fire escape

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

Only the negatives are
gone. Whoever was after
the negatives killed
Mack.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the ,

after .

N O T E S

The Matchbook Murders  ·  Printable grids  ·  owlbrookpuzzles.com



CASE 49  ·   ALL ASHORE HARD-BOILED
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Inheritance
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Revenge
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Engine deck

C deck

B deck

A deck

Sun deck

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

The body lies on B deck.
Whoever was on B deck
killed Greaves.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

The killer was

with the in the ,

after .
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CASE 50  ·   THE LAST MATCH THE GRID

THE F IRE  TOOK
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Coat check
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Mercy General
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Lantern stage

T H E  H A R D  F A C T

Only somebody
behind the Starlight’s
coat-check counter
could know those
ticket numbers.
Whoever was at the
coat-check counter at
midnight is the
Matchmaker.

Y O U R  V E R D I C T

T H E  M A T C H M A K E R T H E  F I R E  T O O K

M I D N I G H T ,  1 9 3 9 K E P T  S I N C E
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